
MISKOLC

www.hellomiskolc.hu



Miskolc
There is a small stream, Szinva that runs through Miskolc, inviting for 
making friendship, running through intimate squares and forming  
attractive terraces.   There is a scenic lookout tower standing over 
the city, historical stairways and many-angled alleys leading to the 
modern concrete colossus which overlooks the surroundings and 
provides its visitors with views over many kilometres: the lazy  
flower-clock, the Bridge of Lovers and the playful Miskolc Girls statue 
are just a pinpoint from here, and many visitors are looking for the 
silhouette of the Cave Bath among the lush nature, surrounded by 
Bükk Hills, beating beyond the greyness of the tower blocks and the 
solitude of gloomy-scarlet chimneys.
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Past ages • The chopper raps and knocks, however, if 
we are really able to plunge into the past, this 
rhythmical hammering might become disturb-
ing: a close formation of horsemen is coming, 
pennons are lashed in the dusk wind, com-
mands are raised, a horn whistles, a bell tolls, 
heavy chains are creaking… it is the draw-
bridge of Diósgyőr Castle. There are noise, mu-
sic, mess, beggars, knights, sorcerers, witches in 
the graceful castle. The queen in the innermost 
room looks up from her embroidery and gives 
a sign: pipers, drummers, lords and servants 
play music and dance. Witches, knights and 
tricksters meet each other for a while, then 
the king’s steps stamp on the stone floor of 
the knight’s hall, while Pauline monks pray in 
silence in the Szentlélek Monastery. Although 
the stones have been ruined by the ravages of 
time, those who watch carefully, might hear, 
see and learn the secrets of bygone people.

• The exhibition about the city history, set in 
the oldest non-ecclesiastical buildings of the 
city, is aimed at presenting Miskolc in the Re-
form Ages. In the Papszer street building of the 
Ottó Herman Museum, we can visit the salon of 
Bertalan Szemere and evoke his contemporar-
ies and fellows.
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People walking with open eyes might discover the fact that they are walk-
ing on many hundred- and thousand-year-old memories, and it is only the 
boldest imagination that can recall the events here millions of years ago: 
cypresses sweating from heat, scary jaws, lean cavemen… This world is 
evoked in the exhibition windows of the Pannon Sea Museum. As we close 
our eyes, a seventy-thousand-year-old gesture will shape out in the brief 
silence, and we might be able to discover the silhouette of some man be-
hind the opposite bush, rhythmically hammering over something with  
a chopper in his hands…

Szemere and his age in the museum

Knight’s game in the Castle of Diósgyőr

7 million years old swamp cypress



industrial heritage • A flash of thought from the world of strictly 
echoing hammers among the quiet hills and 
the playful stream leads us to the inviting 
alleys of Banská Štiavnica, a splendid town 
hidden in a valley below a distant pine forest. 
Those watching carefully, may already hear the 
tapping of the boots of young men, wearing 
black togas and smoking long pipes, hurrying 
to their lodges, with their wise books, held 
tightly to their cloak. These books reveal the 
secrets of the ore, the newest knowledge that 
an academy in Europe can offer – and here we 
can see these heavy books, as the shelves of 
the Collection of University History and Selmec 
Library of Historic Monuments will show you all 
of them.

• As we stay attentive while creasing the 
slightly rough paper of our forints to be paid 
for the entrance ticket, we might not even think 
of a special paper mill in Diósgyőr, not far from 
here, as its hammers grind, its mixers mix and 
its sieves filter the material which we call paper 
in the end. Moreover, what is made here is 
more than just simple paper, it has an elegant 
name: banknote paper. 

• As standing at the top of  Avas Lookout 
Tower, we may discover not only the world of 
playful streams, restless greenery, lean rocks 
and stubborn ores, but weird lines of chimneys, 
bronze-red spots and hot arenas – rooms and 
halls which once belonged to the iron factory. 
Spaces of this industrial monstrosity are 
sometimes refilled with life: the slow factory 
building hosts a skate park and a venue for pop 
music events.
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What kind of ingenuity might it have been that inspired our ances-
tors to discover that if they heat some rocks, those will exude metals, 
making them able to produce a vast number of different objects? 
Either swords or ploughs, this does not matter, as those who visit 
Garadna Valley, will be let into one of the greatest wonders of the 
human brain: this is the millennial and centuries-old fight of man, 
squeezing iron from hard ore. The cold stone building, standing in Új-
massa, was the ancient furnace, and still shows a friendly look when 
thousands of tourists walk, run in front of it, behind it and over it, 
however, there are many who think they can see its hidden face, the 
blue-red-yellowish magic of smoldering ore as it runs over, embrac-
ing the centuries-long history of steel manufacturing in Miskolc.

Forging at the “Fazola” smelter

Emblem of the Diósgyőr Paper Factory

Selection from the “Selmec” Library



• The Minorite Church of Virgin Mary was 
founded by the younger brothers of Franciscan 
friars, the Minorites. The baroque church with 
two towers hosts the first altarpiece in Hungary 
that depicts Pope John Paul II, while the wan-
derer, relaxing in the silence of the Mindszent 
church and admiring the rich furnishings of the 
church does not even guess that the former 
church of Hospitallers was once visited by Fran-
cis Joseph himself, and one of the towers was 
built from his donations.

• One of the largest iconostases of Central 
Europe can be found in the Orthodox Church, 
and next to it there is the former Greek school, 
hosting an Ecclesiastical Art Museum.

• One looking for spiritual refreshment may 
walk on some section of the Saint Mary Trail, 
leading from Mariazell to Csíksomlyó, as it 
meets the city on 18 kilometres, from the Cellar 
Chapels at Görömböly, past the Jesuit Grammar 
School to Tetemvár.

“Avas” Belltower

sacral monuments
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The city is watched all around by towers that gather the neighbouring 
streets together. The Protestant Church stands gracefully on the Avas 
Hill, with a bell tower next to it, surrounded by the memories of the 
celestial Miskolc, the centuries-old graveyard. One of the most beautiful 
architectural monuments of the Hungarian Secession is the  
Deszkatemplom (Wooden Church), is watching from the top of the 
ominously named Tetemvár, and awaiting the reformed believers and 
those longing for silence and peace. The largest bell of the county gives 
us hope and warnings from the tower of the Kakastemplom (Reformed 
(Rooster) Church).

Statue of the Virgin Mary in front of the 
“Mindszenti” Church

Orthodox Church

Spires of the Minorite Church



Theatre, culture
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• The audience had the chance to watch here 
’The Tatars in Hungary’, a play written by Károly 
Kisfaludy in August, 1823. The 190-year-old 
theatre is one of the largest theatres in Central 
Europe, offering the largest theatre area, too.

• If Róza Széppataki, Déryné, a former actress 
of the theatre, woke up one day, she would  
really feel at home among familiar objects in 
the Theatre History and Actors Museum,  
entering from the narrow street, through the 
arched door. 

• The Csodamalom (Wonder- Mill) does not 
grind gold and pearls, but presents tales and 
puppet shows to the young and old as well.

• Beautiful voices are evoked in the House of 
Arts, in the Concert Hall of the Miskolc Sym-
phony Orchestra, cinemas play Hungarian and 
international films, while exhibition places host 
the works of contemporary artists.

Performance of the “Csodamalom” Puppet Theatre

Travel-chest in the Museum of Actors

Theatre main building

Concert of the “Miskolc” Symphonic Orchestra

Only a few of us know that the first stone theatre in the country,  
playing in Hungarian language, was established in Miskolc. 



“Avas” Wine Festival

Highlighted events 
and festivals 
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• It is a peculiarity, unique in Europe that a 
single city centre hosts more than 900 cel-
lars and winehouses. The centuries-old cellars 
were opened for former wine traders, these 
were where Tokaj’s gold rested, waiting to be 
delivered to the north and east. The zigzag 
alleys, covered with cobblestone invite us to a 
romantic time-travel, while in springtime the 
blossoming hills feature with the Avasi Boran-
golás (Avas Wine Trips), including special food, 
drinks and music.

• When the summer is the most playful, the city 
turns to a colourful cavalcade again, the Bartók 
and Opera Festivals charm everybody, damas 
of old times look flirtatiously at gentlemen from 
behind their frilled sun umbrellas, the twilight 
breeze cools with beautiful voices of music, time 
seems to stop at historic squares, and Miskolc 
turns into the capital of music for some days.

• It is well-known that Miskolc is an iconic city 
of Hungarian rock music, and still deserves this 
title – the Miskolc Beer Festival is a memorable 
event of the summer-ends besides romantic 
wine-drinking. 

• Miskolc turns to another capital in the 
autumns. The Miskolc International Film 
Festival, CINEFEST is the largest of such events 
in Hungary, categories include feature films, 
experimental and short films, documentaries 
and animated films from all over the world. 
Movie marathons are accompanied with great 
concerts.

• The little narrow-gauge train in Lillafüred is 
turned into a bright Santa Claus train by jolly 
bogeymen, enabling children and adults to 
step into the world of tales in Lillafüred.

Miskolc is a bustle, vibrating city where numerous events and  
programmes await both the residents and visitors on every day of 
the year. This is the only place in the country where people are happy 
to see a frog in the meat jelly, moreover, they celebrate it at the  
beginning of every year, as part of a sensational carnival.

Celebrating folklore dances in the Castle of Diósgyőr

Opening parade of the Opera FestivalMozart: Don Giovanni,  
Bartók Plusz Opera Festival



spas
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• The Cave Bath in Miskolctapolca is an inter-
nationally renowned attraction of the city. Ad-
jacent to it, there is a Cave Aquatherapy section 
that offers refreshing massages and treatments 
all year round.

• The Selyemréti Strandfürdő (Open-air Bath) 
has been renewed recently, and offers a swim-
ming pool, a children’s pool, slides, and mas-
sage pools for its visitors.

• The most modern swimming pool in Mis-
kolc, the Kemény Dénes Municipal Swimming 
Pool was built near the university campus, and 
is open to athletes and supporters, as well as to 
everyone who wishes to swim.

• Wellness lovers are treated really well in 
some wellness hotels of the city, offering a lot 
of services, nourishing both the body and the 
soul: whirlpools, massages, saunas and plunge 
pools, sun terraces and fitness halls are avail-
able for guests.

Bathing in the cave

Children’s pool of the “Selyemrét” Spa

Where many hundred years ago a church was standing, members 
of the ancient Miskolcz clan (the city was named after them) buried 
their fellows and Benedictine monks were healing, today special ex-
periences await visitors, as they can enjoy a bath in natural caverns, 
extending to the innermost parts of the mountain. 

City Swimming Hall

Outer pools of the Cave Bath
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• Where two centuries ago forests were hiding 
a small stream, today visitors are charmed with 
the beauties of the renewed terraced garden of 
Lillafüred Hotel Palota (Palace Hotel), the Szinva 
Waterfall and Lake Hámori, while on the other 
side of the city, in Miskolctapolca, nature lovers 
are welcome by the ancient trees of the park or 
by the Boat Pond. Those enjoying doing sports, 
hiking and cycling will also find interesting 
ways and paths, or one might take a ride on the 
bobsleigh or try the Adventure Park. Lovers of 
winter sports may enjoy the slopes in Bánkút.

• The construction of the longest narrow-
gauge forest railway started after the 1st world 
war, in 1920, which runs as a real ’mountain 
railway’ in the valleys of the Szinva and Garadna 
streams. The 20th century atmosphere is still 
preserved as during the summer months it is 
open, while in winter visitors and hikers may 
warm themselves by the wood-fired stoves in 
each carriage. The 34 km long railway line leads 
through the country’s largest forest railway 
viaducts and two tunnels.  

• The Miskolc Zoo and Culture Park are located 
on the western border of the city, in Csanyik 
Valley. This is regarded as the oldest place for 
keeping animals as it was originally a royal 
wildlife park in the middle of the 14th century. 
Visitors can learn the flora and fauna of the re-
gion by walking on the educational trail, where 
they can observe animals from a tree-stand or 
may go over a viaduct. 

• Miskolc, its surroundings and the Bükk 
National Park are full of attractions. Marked 
paths lead to the treasures of nature, to view-
points and to hidden caves as well, thus both 
those walking and cycling will find something 
for themselves, starting from a thirty-minute 
light walk to a many kilometres hike, running 
through more demanding mountainous ter-
rains.

• Bükk Hills hide underground treasures as 
well: many hundreds of caves are awaiting 
visitors to explore them. Guided tours in the 
Szent István Cave of Lillafüred enable visitors to 
admire beautiful dripstone formations.  
The Anna Cave, located at the waterfalls, is of  
peculiar natural value being one of the world’s 
three calc-tuff caves open to the public.  
Curtains of moss, pine greenery and a web 
of roots on the walls and ceilings provide an 
amazing spectacle.

Nature

Terraced garden of Lillafüred

Hiking in the Bükk Mountains

Forest train in Lillafüred

World of stalactites in the  
“Szent István” Cave

It is unbelievable that the bedrocks of Bükk Hills, surrounding Mis-
kolc, were formed 160 million years ago in the North African coast 
of the Tethys Ocean, in order to attract hikers to the largest forested 
area of Hungary many tens of millions of years later. 
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shopping, local tastes 
and products

• The traditional market and the Market Hall 
are located in Búza square. The renovated 
historic building awaits customers with fresh 
products and a real market atmosphere. Those 
wanting to buy healthy products can go either 
here or to the downtown bio market on Fridays.

• Gourmets are recommended the Miskolcz 
sausage, made according to a medieval recipe, 
and having been equally popular for centuries. 
Its speciality is the seasoning, as instead of 
paprika some herbs from monastery gardens 
were used to prepare it.

• The marriage of the Tokaji aszú essence and 
the beer was concluded just a few steps away 
from the Bridge of Lovers, thus making a real 
speciality, called the Miskolc Korty (sip), which 
is a home-made beer, including agricultural 
treasures of the whole county. It is made from 
Tokaji aszú, Zemplén hop and Bükk karst water 

in Miskolc.

• The Forest Barbecue of the Trout 
Breeding Farm of Lillafüred is awaiting 
lovers of fish foods from spring to late  
autumn. Neither the freshly caught 
fish, prepared according to a special 
recipe, nor the smoked one, marinated 
overnight in 12 types of spices shall be 
missed! 

• In case one wishes to buy some local 
tastes or any products manufactured 
by craftsmen from the city or the neigh-
bourhood, should visit the Miskolc Shop. 
Then, do not forget to taste Miskolc  
coffee which is spicy and special like our 
city.

Miskolc is a centuries-old market town, hosting important fairs and 
numerous shops. The shopping centre of the Main Street was the  
former Weidlich Yard a hundred years ago. Shoppers are also  
welcome today by numerous small and large shops all around the 
city, and those who wish to taste local specialities can also find what 
they are looking for. Favourite foods of people selling in fairs and 
markets used to be the so called lacipecsenye, the Miskolc pretzel 
and the meat jelly in wintertime. The city is filled with life on every 
first Sunday of the month, the antique market sells not only objects 
of past ages but works of contemporary artisans as well. 
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Services offered by us:  
tourist information, booking accommodation 

and programmes, ticket sale, tourist guide 
services, sightseeing tours, offers for individuals 

and groups, guaranteed programmes, 
publications, maps, leaflets,  
discount cards, souvenirs.

www.hellomiskolc.hu 
H-3530 Miskolc, Széchenyi utca 16. 

Telefon: +36-46/350-425
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DEVELOPMENT OF THE  
MISKOLC LOCAL TDM ORGANISATION

Assistance amount provided by the European Union 
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Implementation period:  
15 April 2013 – 31 March 2015

Beneficiary: MIDMAR  
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